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https://www.afzir.com/building-retrofitting/%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%86%DB%8C/
https://www.afzir.com/building-retrofitting/%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%85-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%DB%8C-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%87-%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D8%A8%D8%AA%D9%86%DB%8C/
https://www.afzir.com/products/structural-strengthening/connecting-and-anchoring/
https://www.afzir.com/advanced-structural-retrofit/building-retrofitting/
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However, Imam Abu Yusuf (RA) holds a distinct view. He posits that in both
scenarios, whether there's an increase or decrease in the value of metal money, the
debtor should repay the debt based on the prevailing price on the day the loan was
initiated. This viewpoint aligns with the Hanafi school of thought.

Contemporary scholars offer two primary perspectives concerning the repayment
of debts denominated in modern customary paper money, contingent upon specific

circumstances:

1. Usual Situation: When a country's currency remains stable without significant
inflation or drastic value fluctuations, minor variations are not considered in debt
repayment. This is because prices of goods fluctuate naturally over time, but these
changes are not factored into loan repayment calculations.

2. Exceptional and Special Situation: In cases where a country's currency rapidly loses
value due to unusual circumstances, the term "ghabnfahish" or deceit comes into
play. In such situations, if a debt is repaid in the same quantity as originally owed,
the creditor may not receive their full entitlement. To address this, knowledgeable
scholars should calculate the difference and ensure compensation for the loss.

Regarding currency demonetization by a government, there are two scenarios:

1. When a government demonetizes its old currency and replaces it with a new one
without a significant change in value. In such cases, individuals typically have a
specified period to exchange their old currency for the new one. Money in bank
accounts is updated automatically, and creditors receive their due in the new
currency, rendering the demand for the old currency unnecessary.

2. When a government demonetizes old currency and introduces new currency with a
significant difference in value. For instance, when the current Afghani replaced the
previous currency during Professor Rabani's government, and the new currency held

a higher.
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been correctly placed. Consequently, this article proposes a scientifically grounded
approach to address this issue.

Three different solutions for embedding reinforcing steel into concrete are
introduced; each of these methods could be adaptable based on engineer
recommendations or available resources. Each of these methods possesses unique
characteristics, and this research offers a comprehensive exploration of these
approaches, both from a theoretical and practical perspective.

Our approach to achieving our research goal involves a thorough review of prior
works, laboratory testing, compliance with established building codes, and on-site field
testing. Laboratory results confirm that the process of embedding reinforcing steel into
hardened concrete demonstrates strong resistance and complies with all technical
requirements.

In conclusion, among the three proposed methods, one stands out as the most
promising. The article concludes by presenting recommendations aimed at further
enhancing this research and urges engineers to give due consideration to these
suggestions when embedding reinforcing steel into concrete. It is our hope that this
research will yield positive outcomes for our construction engineers and contribute to
the improvement of the process of embedding reinforcing steel into concrete.

Keywords: embedding reinforcing steel, epoxy adhesive, mechanical connection,

mechanical anchor.
Ninth Article:
Change of Currency value and its impact on debts repayment
Abstract

In the contemporary era, the fluctuation in the value of money is a significant
concern that directly impacts individuals and communities. Islamic Sharia scholars
have recognized this as a juridical emerging issue and have extensively addressed it.
They assert that the nature of money, its characteristics, printing, and the quantity of
issuance are matters within the purview of government authority to safeguard the
currency's value.

The primary objective of this article is to elucidate the Sharia ruling regarding the
repayment of debts in cases of changes in the value of money. If the debt is
denominated in gold, dinars, silver, or dirhams, jurists unanimously contend that
changes in value are not considered, and the debtor is obligated to repay the same
amount originally owed. Similarly, when the debt is in the form of metal money, it is

generally treated like gold and silver, with changes in value not being recognized.
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Seventh Article:
Juridical Legitimacy of Insurance and Its Legal Nature
Abstract

Insurance is a contractual arrangement employed to safeguard one's property from
financial and economic risks while providing the insurer protection against unexpected
losses. The primary objective of insurance is to mitigate financial losses and cover
unforeseen expenses resulting from events such as accidents or fires. This system
involves three key parties: the insured, the insurer, and the subject of insurance. The
insurer, or insurance company, bears the responsibility for fulfilling the financial
obligations of compensation. The insured, also known as the policyholder, can be
either a natural person or a legal entity who commits to making specified payments in
exchange for the acquisition of an insurance policy.

In Afghanistan, insurance serves as a financial tool to shield against financial and
economic risks, similar to its role in other countries. Various types of insurance are
available in the country, including fire insurance, health insurance, and business
insurance. Nevertheless, this study illustrates the legal aspects and the legal nature of
insurance, as some religious scholars contend that insurance contracts are
impermissible under Sharia law. The lack of awareness among the Afghan population
about insurance has been a significant factor contributing to its limited growth. This
study also delves into the legal framework surrounding insurance contracts and
addresses associated concerns.

Keywords: insurer, insured, subject of insurance, juridical legitimacy, legal nature

of insurance
Eightieth Article:
Planting Steel into Concrete: Scientific Methods and Practical Experiences
Abstract

This article presents the outcomes of research focused on the proper reinforcement
of steel embedded in concrete elements of a building, including foundations, columns,
and piers. The objective of this study is to provide a scientific and practical
understanding of the results obtained from this process. Embedding reinforcing steel
in concrete presents a significant challenge in Kabul city, emphasizing the need for a
viable solution. Notably, there have been instances where municipal officials

mistakenly severed overlapping steel connections in buildings, even after they had

16



Salam Journal, 8" year, Second Round, Issue No. 3,Spring 2023 21F+Y ,l ¥ o5lodi (pgd 358 ¢paid Jlw ¢ ol alimo

Sixth Article:
A Study of Air Pollution in Kabul City and its Relationship with Climate Change
Abstract

Air pollution has severe consequences for human health, particularly on the
respiratory system, and its impact on climate change is unmistakable. Over the past
decade, the air quality in Kabul city, especially during winters, has deteriorated
significantly. This has led to fatalities, particularly among children and the elderly, and
has exacerbated climate change. The primary source of air pollution in Kabul city
stems from the emission of greenhouse gases resulting from human activities.

This research focuses on quantifying air pollution in Kabul city, specifically in terms
of greenhouse gas emissions such as sulfur dioxide (502), nitrous oxide (N20),
methane (CH4), and carbon dioxide (CO2) across three sectors: energy, industry,
agriculture, and livestock, during the years 2012, 2013, and 2014. The calculations were
performed using the IPCC-2006 software. The findings reveal that during the winter
season, the emission of sulfur dioxide exceeded 0.164 parts per million (PPM), and
carbon dioxide emissions reached 56,656.22 gigagrams in 2013, signifying an increase
primarily attributed to the energy production sector and fossil fuel consumption.
Additionally, the levels of particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) in the air exceeded 35
micrograms per cubic meter in summer, spring, and fall.

To mitigate its serious impacts, several measures are recommended, including
promoting green spaces, restricting the import of low-quality fuel, implementing
effective air pollution management, raising environmental awareness among the
public, encouraging civic cooperation in maintaining the cleanliness of Kabul city,
improving traffic management, and implementing proper waste disposal practices.
The study's findings underscore the noticeable climate change trends in Kabul city over
the past decade, driven by rising temperatures and increased energy demand.
Consequently, it is imperative for authorities and relevant organizations to develop a
comprehensive plan to combat air pollution, curb the consumption of fossil fuels, and
heed the serious warning presented by these results.

Keywords: air pollution, PM2.5, PM10, fossil fuels, greenhouse gases
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potential future trajectories. For those seeking a comprehensive understanding of the
dynamic tech landscape, this paper provides essential insights.
Research Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Advantages and Disadvantages,

Language Models, Technological Progress.
Fifth Article:

How the Courts of the Islamic Emirate Handle Civil Cases in the Light of Decrees

and General guidance
Abstract

The administration of justice and the safeguarding of citizens' rights are
fundamental characteristics of an Islamic government, and the judiciary plays a central
and esteemed role in preserving the principles of justice within the framework of
Islam. The success of any government hinges on the establishment of a robust,
impartial, and independent judicial system, complete with written laws and procedural
guidelines. Moreover, the application of common sense is vital to address the diverse
problems that society may encounter. In contemporary times, governments view it as
their responsibility to fortify, sustain, and enhance public trust through the
development of an efficient judicial system

It is indisputable that society expects the government to administer justice, grant
rightful entitlements to individuals, curtail the influence of self-interest-driven
individuals, prevent chaos, and foster a tranquil environment within society.

Despite the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan having promulgated two sets of laws,
namely administrative rules of the courts and judicial rules of the courts, along with
issuing various decrees to regulate matters pertaining to legal disputes, there is a lack
of public awareness about these rules and regulations. This research endeavors to
examine how the courts within the Islamic Emirate handle civil cases in light of the
decrees of the Amir ul Mumineen and the laws promulgated by the Supreme Court of
the Islamic Emirate, particularly those that are not readily accessible to the public or
are not widely known. As a conclusion of this study, I have suggested some
recommendations to enhance and strengthen the judicial system. The endeavor to
strengthen the judicial system is a critical component of nurturing a just and orderly
society, aligning with the principles of Islamic governance, and ensuring that citizens'
rights are upheld in accordance with the law.

Keywords: laws, decrees, attorneys, court proceedings, civil lawsuits.
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Third Article:
Illegal Trade Competition and its Legal Consequences
Abstract

Business or trade competition, encompassing both its legal and illegal aspects, is
considered one of the most crucial and contentious topics within commercial law,
benefiting individuals and societies in the contemporary era. Although the origins of
business competition laws can be traced back to the United States approximately one
and a half centuries ago with the enactment of the first such law, known as the
Sherman Anti-trust Act, aimed at curbing trusts, in our country, Afghanistan,
commercial law, specifically the Principles of Trade, was formally enacted during the
reign of King Mohammad Zahir Shah in 1957 and includes rules regarding business
competition. After the Bonn Agreement and the ratification of the new Constitution,
the concept of a market economy has been embraced.

In the framework of a market economy, governments possess the authority to
intervene in the marketplace by enacting legislation designed to curb monopolistic
practices and prevent any forms of anticompetitive behavior by suppliers of goods and
services that may detrimentally impact consumers and society at large.

This article endeavors to shed light on the significance and objectives of business
competition, aiming to enhance awareness regarding this vital subject. To this end, the
article will elucidate key concepts of business competition, explore both legal and
illegal remedies and solutions, and discuss the punishment of illicit competitive

practices.

Fourth Article:
Analysis of the Phenomenon of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Myths, Realities and Rapidly Changing Situation of Technological Developments
Abstract

Artificial Intelligence (A is a significant phenomenon in the realm of technology,
having wrought transformative changes across global industries and our daily lives.
This research paper delves into the multifaceted domain of Al, encompassing its
historical evolution, its profound impact on industries, its merits, drawbacks,
dispelling common misconceptions, and an exploration of various Al language
models. Moreover, we scrutinize the inherent limitations of these models and offer

insights into the evolving technological landscape, along with glimpses into the
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other pertinent matters. By giving due attention to these priorities, we can cultivate
constructive relationships with a multitude of nations worldwide.

It is imperative that these aforementioned priorities are rigorously observed
throughout all stages of Afghanistan's foreign policy endeavors. Complying with these
priorities promises to bring much-needed stability to Afghanistan's international
relations in the current complex environment. Conversely, disregarding these priorities
will likely consign any aspirations of successful foreign relations to mere wishful

thinking and unattainable dreams.
Second Article:
The Preferred interpretation of the Verse {Ja,.a Ry
Abstract

This study endeavors to rectify a misconception regarding the interpretation of
Surah al Ahzab verse (33). Some scholars, who may not fully grasp the nuances of non-
explicit or allegorical verses—those verses with multiple meanings and
interpretations—tend to separate the first and second parts of the aforementioned
verse {55 2 (%} In doing so, they often focus solely on the first part and overlook
the explaflatd;y nature of the second part, leading to a misinterpretation of this blessed
verse.

This article aims to briefly address and correct this misunderstanding. The accurate
interpretation is that Muslim women are permitted to leave their homes while
adhering to the Sharia veil for lawful activities. This interpretation aligns with the
consensus of jurists and Hadith scholars, reinforcing the notion that it is incorrect to
separate and understand both sentences of the verse independently.

Therefore, the correct interpretation of the Quran is the one adopted by the majority
of interpreters. The verse can be understood as follows: "O Muslim women! Stay at
home, i.e., do not appear as the display of the former times of ignorance."

In essence, this verse signifies that Muslim women are not allowed to adopt the
immodest practices of the past, but as long as they do not engage in such behaviors,
they are permitted to leave their homes for lawful activities. Consequently, this
research concludes that depriving a large segment of society of their rights based on an
incorrect interpretation of this verse is unjust. However, women who do not observe

Islamic etiquette when venturing outside should be advised accordingly.
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Abstracts of Articles

First Article:
Priorities Related to Afghanistan's Foreign Relations in the Current Situation
Abstract

In this concise article, we undertake a comprehensive examination of Afghanistan's
foreign policy priorities in the current geopolitical landscape. Additionally, we provide
a succinct proposal for government officials, outlining key focal points for shaping an
effective foreign policy agenda. Afghanistan's foreign policy priorities can be
categorized into three main areas: those pertaining to foreign relations objectives, those
centered around the establishment of foreign ties, and those concerning constructive
engagement by the Islamic Emirate with the international community.

First and foremost, we delve into the priorities associated with foreign relations
objectives. These priorities hold paramount significance as they set the course for
Afghanistan's foreign policy, delineating the desired direction for these diplomatic
relationships. In this article, we outline these priorities as specific points, emphasizing
their importance for all political administrations within the country.

Subsequently, we address priorities related to the establishment of foreign
relations. We identify five key priorities in this domain, which include: fostering
unanimous coordination among Islamic Emirate leaders concerning foreign relations;
maintaining a delicate balance between Sharia principles and foreign relations
decisions; nurturing trust-based relationships rather than relying on mere symbolic
gestures; upholding credibility in all diplomatic dealings; and pursuing a policy of
balanced or neutral international engagement.

Lastly, we elaborate on priorities linked to positive engagement by the Islamic
Emirate with other nations. We underscore the significance of the Islamic Emirate's
multifaceted responsibilities in establishing relations and collaborations with other
countries. To this end, we emphasize the importance of prioritizing key areas, such as
regional connectivity, mutual economic benefits, water-related issues, addressing
foreign armed jihadist groups and security concerns, preventing the imposition of

international agendas, resolving border disputes, tackling illegal migrations, among
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Glory be to You, O Allah, and all praise is due to You. We bear witness that there is
no god but You. We seek Your forgiveness and turn to You in repentance.
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Engineering Faculty of Salam University. This article investigates the factors
contributing to higher air pollution in Kabul during winter compared to other seasons.
It also discusses ways to control this issue and offers recommendations for relevant
institutions to implement.

These articles cover diverse subjects essential for our society and provide valuable
insights into various aspects of our community and nation.

The seventh article, titled "Juridical Legitimacy of Insurance and Its Legal Nature,"
is authored by Mr. Parvez Stanakzai, the Head of the Quality Assurance department of
Salam University, and Mr. Inamullah Rahmani, a Lecturer of the Sharia Faculty at
Salam University. This article addresses a significant subject that has differing opinions
among jurists regarding the permissibility of insurance in Islam. Some consider it
completely impermissible, while others find it unconditionally lawful or permissible in
certain cases aligning with Islamic principles. The research delves into the legal status
of insurance and the types of contracts it involves. Understanding the perspective of
the Islamic Emirate on this matter is crucial, as insurance serves as an important source
of income for the government.

The eighth article, titled "Planting Steel into Concrete: Scientific Methods and
Practical Experiences," is authored by Mr. Engineer Mukhtar Ahmad Masoomi and
Mr. Engineer Muhammad Haseeb Yousafzadeh, both Professors at the Engineering
Faculty of Salam University. This research offers solutions to a practical issue faced by
engineers when concrete has hardened, and steel elements left for connecting another
floor need to be accommodated without compromising the construction's integrity.
The article provides scientific insights that engineers can apply effectively.

The ninth article, titled "Changes in Currency Value and Its Impacts on Debt
Repayment," is written by Mr. Mohammad Asif Kochi, a Lecturer of the Sharia Faculty
at Salam University. This research explores a critical issue related to differences in
currency value from the time a loan is taken to the time of repayment. It addresses how
to handle such situations, ensuring fairness to both debtors and creditors. When the
currency value difference is significant, the article suggests calculating and repaying
the difference to the creditor along with the principal loan amount, without
considering it as interest.

We present these research papers to our esteemed readers with the hope that they
will stimulate academic discourse within our society. Encouraging a culture of critical
analysis and scholarly discussion is essential for intellectual growth. We welcome your

valuable comments and reviews in Salam Academic Journal.
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with other countries constructively. It delves into the purposes and benefits of
comprehensive international relations. Therefore, this article addresses a critical topic
that is of immense importance to our society and country.

The second article, titled "The Preferred Exegesis of the Verse ' ,Sqn & Oyse) s
authored by Prof. Mohammad Naeem Jalili, an academic member of the/De};artment of
Islamic Studies at the Faculty of Sharia of Salam University, and Mr. Abdul Malik
Saqib, the Dean of the Faculty of Sharia. This article delves into the preferred
interpretation of the mentioned blessed verse. Some scholars' interpretations may
imply that women should never leave their homes, which contradicts the general
practice of allowing women to go out while observing Islamic Hijab. This article
thoroughly examines the preferred interpretation of this verse to provide clarity on this
important matter.

The third article, titled "Illegal Trade Competition and Their Legal Consequences,"
is written by Mr. Ahmed Samadi, the Dean of the Faculty of Law & Political Science at
Salam University, and Mr. Abdul Hameed Rafat, the Head of the Department of Law.
This research explores the legal consequences of engaging in illegal trade competition.
Given that hoarding is prohibited in Sharia, competition in business should have a
framework to prevent harm to competing companies and individuals. This study
delves into the framework for competition, the responsibilities and penalties for
violating it, and how the law safeguards investors' capital.

The fourth article, titled "Analysis of the Phenomenon of Artificial Intelligence:
Myths, Realities, and Rapidly Changing Situation of Technological Developments," is
authored by Mr. Abdullah Sadiq, the Dean of the Faculty of Economics, and Mr.
Zarmash Gardiwal, the Dean of the Faculty of Computer Science. This research
provides insights into artificial intelligence, addressing common concerns and
highlighting linguistic models and software available in the market. The study
explores the practical uses of these software programs, particularly in research and
writing, and addresses their possible applications and limitations.

The fifth article, titled "How the Courts of the Islamic Emirate Handle Civil Cases in
the Light of Decrees and General Guidance," is written by Mr. Faizur Rahman Nizami,
a Lecturer at the Faculty of Law & Political Science, and Mr. Mohammad Tariq Siyar,
an Assistant at the Salam Research Center. This research sheds light on the judicial
process in the Islamic Emirate, particularly regarding civil cases. Given the absence of
specialized laws and procedures, this article explores how civil cases are tried and the
documents issued in this regard.

The sixth article, titled "A Study of Air Pollution in Kabul City and Its Relation with
Climate Change," is authored by Mr. Muhammad Qasim Siddiqi, a Professor at the

8



Salam Journal, 8" year, Second Round, Issue No. 3,Spring 2023 21F+Y ,l ¥ o5lodi (pgd 358 ¢paid Jlw ¢ ol alimo

Sector 5: Services

A significant portion of our country's capital is currently being expended on foreign
services, particularly in the fields of health, education, printing, administrative
facilities, internet access, transportation of goods, and many others. This situation not
only prevents us from attracting capital from foreign countries in these areas but also
hinders our ability to provide essential services to our citizens. This is a situation that
no sovereign nation desires for itself.

Furthermore, other countries are sending skilled laborers abroad to provide
services, and these workers send substantial remittances to their home countries to
support their families. Regrettably, our countrymen working abroad often undertake
arduous work due to their lack of professional skills. To address this, we must send
skilled labor to other countries, necessitating the establishment of professional
institutions where we can train skilled workers and subsequently create employment
opportunities for them overseas. This approach would result in both increased
employment for our citizens and a net inflow of capital into our country.

It is imperative to formulate a long-term strategy that not only allows us to provide
necessary services to our citizens within a few years and repatriate a significant
amount of capital currently leaving Afghanistan for this purpose but also enables us to
offer high-quality services to foreign citizens, thereby becoming a potent driver of our
country's economic empowerment.

There may be additional areas to include in our strategy for economic growth. By
establishing a comprehensive, long-term strategy and engaging dedicated individuals
who will meticulously implement it step by step, we can undoubtedly achieve rapid
development. In contrast, proceeding without a clear plan or strategy would result in
irregular progress, leaving us uncertain about our long-term goals and our current

position. Such a situation is undesirable for any nation.
Second: The Articles of this Issue

In line with the nature of Salam Academic Journal, this issue covers a range of
topics that are essential for our society. These topics encompass legal, exegesis, social,
engineering, and political subjects.

The first article, titled "Priorities Related to Afghanistan's Foreign Relations in the
Current Situation,” is authored by Dr. Misbahullah Abdul Baqi, Chancellor of Salam
University, and Prof. Naseer Ahmed Navidi, Head of Salam University's Research
Center. This article has been presented as a plan to the leadership of the Islamic

Emirate, outlining strategies for establishing positive foreign relations and engaging
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technical personnel must be Afghan citizens. This long-term approach will allow
Afghans to acquire technical expertise from foreign staff, ultimately enabling us to
manage such companies independently.

3. We should avoid granting mining projects exclusively to one country, even if their
contract appears more cost-effective. Instead, we should enter into mining project
agreements with Muslim countries, particularly those Islamic nations with successful
companies that neither share a border with Afghanistan nor have a history of
colonial practices. This approach will shield us from potential negative influences of
citizens from non-Muslim countries and help prevent falling into the trap of
colonization or occupation.

4.Involving Afghan companies in mining projects should be contingent on them
receiving adequate technical training from foreign companies within a specified
timeframe.

5. Vigilance is necessary to prevent the emergence of mafia-like groups in this sector, as
their involvement in mining contracts could lead to hoarding, a practice strictly

prohibited by Sharia in the food supply chain.
Sector 4: Tourism

Afghanistan has a rich history and has made significant contributions to world
civilization, producing numerous renowned scholars and famous regions and cities
like Balkh, Faryab, Bost, Herat, and others. These names have featured prominently in
historical, biographical, and scientific literature and have remained in the headlines of
the media for the past 40 years. As a result, many people around the world are eager to
visit Afghanistan.

We should seize this opportunity and promote tourism as a valuable source of
income for the country's economy. Tourism can bring substantial capital to
Afghanistan, but it also poses certain cultural challenges. Therefore, by harnessing the
positive aspects of tourism and mitigating its negative effects, we can transform it into
a magnificent source of revenue for the country. To fully leverage the potential of
tourism, we must develop a well-defined strategy and provide essential infrastructure
such as hotels and paved roads leading to tourist attractions and historic sites.
Furthermore, restoring forests and preserving the natural beauty of environmentally
clean areas in the country, coupled with maintaining a high level of peace and security,
will further attract tourists. With these measures in place, we can realize significant

economic and cultural benefits from tourism.
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attention, and necessary measures should be taken to ensure the safe transportation of

goods through Afghanistan. It's worth noting that transit isn't limited to the movement

of goods via vehicles; it also encompasses the passage of electricity, gas, and other

pipelines through Afghanistan. Several essential steps must be taken to achieve this

objective, and without these actions, the development of this sector is unattainable.

1. Maintaining positive relations with all countries, especially neighboring ones.

2.Implementing laws that facilitate the transit of goods and offer convenience to
traders.

3.Establishing and maintaining infrastructure in accordance with regional and
international standards, including roads, airports, railways, and more.

4.Ensuring long-term security and stability throughout the country to eliminate

concerns for those transporting goods.
Sector 3: Industry and Extraction of Mines

This is another sector that should be an integral part of Afghanistan's national
economic development strategy. This sector holds immense importance as the world's
attention is focused on Afghanistan, and every country is interested in investing here.
Afghanistan's natural resources are an asset, but if not managed properly, they could
pose a significant threat, potentially leading to instability. Therefore, it is imperative
for officials to carefully consider this matter and formulate a comprehensive and
permanent strategy. This strategy should thoroughly address all issues related to the
management of natural resources.

The primary objective of this strategy should revolve around the development of
the mining industry and attracting foreign companies to invest in Afghanistan's
industrial development. Foreign investment will undoubtedly create job opportunities,
but it's crucial to consider the following initial steps:

1. We should categorize mines into different types. For instance, some mines can only
be used as fuel and cannot be processed into raw materials for other purposes. On
the other hand, there are mines that can be processed into versatile raw materials for
various purposes. Consequently, we need distinct policies for these two types of
mines.

2.Mines that serve as raw material sources for other industries may have one price
when unrefined and a different price when refined. The ultimate goal for these
mines should be outlined within a long-term plan: Afghanistan's industrial
development through the effective utilization of these mines. In essence, we should
invite foreign refining companies to process these raw materials within Afghanistan

and export the manufactured products abroad. A prerequisite should be that all non-
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costs. For example, grapes and apples are sold at low prices during the harvest season,
but we end up importing them at inflated prices. The same situation applies to
tomatoes, onions, carrots, and other produce. For instance, our village is known for
onions, the best quality of it was sold at a price of 15 to 20 Afg. For per 7kg. this year,
the same will be imported later by nearly 200 Afg. For per 7kg. Lacking proper cold
storage facilities, we resort to imports, incurring substantial additional expenses.
Constructing cold storage rooms to preserve surplus fruits and vegetables will lead to
substantial savings.

In addition to the eastern border and corridor, we must explore alternative
transportation routes for our goods. Ensuring access to international markets will
greatly benefit farmers and improve our trade balance. As a landlocked country like
Afghanistan, we need alternative transit routes, given the limited timeframe for
exporting agricultural products. Delay in exporting can result in the loss of entire crops
and food products.

For surplus agricultural products that cannot be exported and exceed domestic
market demand, we should establish small and large food processing factories. These
facilities can employ scientific techniques to dry and transform fresh fruits into
products such as fruit juice, jams, sweets, and dried fruits, extending their shelf life.
These processed products can satisfy domestic demand and be exported. For example,
if we standardize the drying process for melons, figs, peaches, apricots, carrots, and
other fruits, properly package them, and introduce them to the international market,
Afghan fruits will undoubtedly gain a significant presence. Similarly, producing
watermelon and peach juice, along with making jams from various fruits, will allow us
to fully utilize our agricultural products. Furthermore, we should explore
opportunities to create wheat-based products, such as noodles and pasta, to diversify
our offerings.

If we take these measures, we will connect agriculture with industry, and they will
support each other. Traders will also purchase the farmers' products in advance. Thus,
the farmers will passionately continue their work without concerns about the fate of
their products or where to sell them. In fact, when farmers feel confident and content,

agricultural productivity will increase, leading to a prosperous society.
Sector 2: Transport of Goods through Afghanistan (Transit)

Another major source of income for the people and government of Afghanistan is
the transportation of foreign and domestic essential trade goods through the country's
borders. A national strategy should be formulated, and transit should be an integral

part of it. The significance of transit is evident to everyone, so it should receive serious
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Basic Sectors of Economic Strategy

There are many sectors that can enhance the economies of countries and make them
self-reliant. In Afghanistan, if we concentrate on the following sectors and incorporate
them into the economic strategy, we can achieve sustainable economic growth. The

sectors that should be included in the economic strategy are as follows:
Sector 1: Agriculture and Livestock

Agriculture has been a major part of Afghanistan's economy for a long time. At one
point, 75% of Afghanistan's economy depended on agriculture and livestock.
Therefore, our first goal should be to achieve self-sufficiency in food production within
a specific timeframe. Additionally, we should plan to export crops to other countries.
Unfortunately, we currently produce basic crops in insufficient quantities to meet the
needs of our population. For instance, during favorable climates, we only achieve 50 to
55 percent of our wheat production, and this percentage drops further during
droughts. Furthermore, while rice is widely consumed, we produce very little
domestically. Other crops such as lentils, peas, beans, and more are almost entirely
imported. Sugar, another staple, is imported, resulting in significant foreign currency
expenditure. This situation is untenable, given the potential for agriculture to address
these shortages.

To achieve self-sufficiency in agriculture and livestock, we must modernize our
agricultural and livestock practices, promote mechanized agriculture on a larger scale,
transition from small-scale to large-scale cultivation, utilize machinery for harvesting
and processing, and prioritize natural fertilizers over chemical ones.

Efficient water management is crucial. Afghanistan is blessed with significant water
resources from various sources, including snow and rain. The Afghan government
must retain rivers and stream water that flows into neighboring countries, storing it for
our agriculture, livestock, electricity generation, and other essential needs. Projects like
the Qosh Tepa canal are commendable, and similar initiatives should be implemented
to secure water resources for Afghanistan.

It is worth mentioning that, in addition to using modified seeds, we should
preserve our traditional seeds. One of Afghanistan's agricultural distinctions is the
natural quality of its agricultural products and fruits, with limited use of modified
seeds.

To address the issue of surplus fruits and vegetables during peak seasons, we must
establish cold storage facilities. Currently, farmers are compelled to sell their surplus

produce at very low prices, only to later import the same items at significantly higher
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Needed steps for a successful economic strategy

First, a roadmap should be set so that Afghanistan becomes economically self-
sufficient within a specific period and no longer requires financial support from any
other country for its regular and developmental budgets.

Second, the implementation of large economic projects should not only aim to boost
the country's economy; it should also create job opportunities and support individuals
and small businesses. This is a fundamental way to drive the country's economic
growth and benefit its citizens significantly.

Third, before creating and implementing the economic strategy, laws should be
enacted to balance the interests of both investors and beneficiaries. These laws should
not be designed solely to protect either the investors' or beneficiaries' interests, as this
could discourage investors. Therefore, the enacted laws must strike a balance, and
developing such balanced laws requires specialized and coordinated efforts. It's worth
noting that the experiences of other countries should also be considered when creating
and enacting such comprehensive and balanced laws.

Fourth, in this strategy, the rights of future generations should not be ignored when
using the mines, as the future generations of the country also have a stake in these
resources. Allah Almighty commands justice and fairness, and justice entails giving
each rightful person their due.

Fifth, building infrastructure for economic development is a fundamental
requirement of a successful strategy. Without proper infrastructure, all plans and
strategies will remain on paper and yield no results. Economic infrastructure includes
providing essential and basic necessities for development in every economic sector.
Among the most crucial needs are energy sources such as electricity and gas.
Additionally, authorities should prioritize building adequate roads, establishing
factories and processing facilities, constructing hotels for tourism, and providing travel
facilities, among other necessities essential for economic growth. Fortunately, the
previous government paid considerable attention to road construction, but any roads
in need of repair should be maintained properly. Moreover, it is of utmost importance
to develop the agricultural irrigation system, as well as invest in wind power and solar
power projects. In summary, economic development is unattainable without access to

reliable sources of electricity.
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Preface

By: Editor In Chief

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and peace and salutations upon
our beloved Prophet and his family and companions.

This issue of the Salam Academic Journal is presented to our esteemed readers at a
time when Afghanistan is undergoing diverse experiences in various government
offices. Every official strives to fulfill their duties to the best of their ability. Some
officials achieve greater success in their careers, marked by notable achievements.
Conversely, others work diligently to maintain the functionality of their assigned
departments, while some struggle to keep their offices operational.

Mr. Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs,
is one of those personalities making commendable efforts to launch important and vital
new projects for the economic growth of Afghanistan or complete some other essential
incomplete projects left from the previous government. In fact, he envisions
Afghanistan standing on its own feet economically, gaining economic freedom,
achieving self-sufficiency, and not depending on anyone for its basic needs.
Additionally, his aim is to provide sources of income for the country's budget that will
make Afghanistan economically independent, eliminating the need for external
support for its normal and development budget. This represents a strategic and
positive prospect.

In order to meet the urgent needs of Afghanistan and the government, the current
core focus is on selling and leasing mines. At the end of August 2023, the Ministry of
Mining and Petroleum signed several contracts for this purpose, with the total value of

these contracts in the mining sector being nearly seven billion dollars.
First: Need of an economic strategy

Indeed, signing such contracts in the mining sector is a constructive step to address
the urgent economic problems of the country, but it is not a long-lasting solution that
can permanently resolve our country's economic crisis.

Thus, the fundamental solution to our country's economic problems requires
officials to formulate a national strategy for sustainable economic development and
enact a long-term written plan. In light of this plan, the ministries related to the
economic sector can develop their own strategies and incorporate the strategic goals
into their annual plans. They should strive to accomplish a portion of these goals each

year.
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