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Abstract

In this research, the important issue of the difference in moon sightings
has been studied. The case of Ikhtilaf al-Matali® (difference of horizons in
moon sightings) is considered one of the fundamental issues in Islam, and its
Importance increases even more when researchers conduct further studies on
it. Among scholars, there exists disagreement regarding this matter: some
scholars, based on their evidences, give it consideration, while the majority of
scholars do not recognize the difference of horizons as valid. That quote

counted valid and better among scholars.

as ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin has also given preference and superiority to
this opinion in his treatise. According to this position, the ruling of Islam
concerning the new moon is connected to actual sighting. If the crescent moon
Is sighted in any place in accordance with Sharia, and trustworthy and reliable
news of this sighting reaches others who did not see it, then that sighting is

regarded as proof for them as well.

The second issue, which is also essential and should be studied,
concerns the reliance on astronomical calculations for determining the
beginning of Ramadan and Eid. According to four Imams of sect (madhhab)
and the majority of jurists, such reliance is not permissible, because Muslims
are obliged to fast in Ramadan and celebrate Eid only when the new moon is
actually sighted. Seeing the moon with the naked eye provides Sharia
certainty. If, however, the moon is not sighted due to any obstacle, then the
ruling of Islamic law in this regard is that the month must be completed as

thirty days. These and related matters have been examined in this research.
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