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Abstract

This research, titled "Customs and Traditions Regarding Women in the Light
of Islamic Sharia and Afghan Laws" (with their application in Kunduz Province)
consists of an introduction, four chapters, and conclusion. This subject is
considered important and worthy of discussion and debate in the present era
since people discriminate against each other based on unfavorable regional,
racial, ethnic, and gender-related customs and traditions, oppressing one
another and violating their rights. Fundamentally, our society is affected by
unfavorable customs and traditions that are in conflict with the high values of
Islam. These undesirable traditions primarily victimize women, who are the most
vulnerable segment of human society. This problem is not merely a challenge of
the contemporary world but dates back to the earliest stages of human life,
particularly the pre-Islamic era of ignorance. In that era, the violation of women's
and girls' rights was so extreme that, out of shame and dishonor, people would
bury their newborn daughters alive. If girls became orphans, they were treated
like other inherited properties of the deceased and were deprived of inheritance
rights. Moreover, the methods of marriage were filled with superstitions and
shameless practices that trampled upon the rights, dignity, and honor of women.
However, in our Afghan society, particularly in Kunduz province, there have
been and still are many unfavorable customs and traditions in various aspects
of people's lives that have violated the rights of women and girls.
Customs and traditions have become an inseparable part of life in human
societies, especially in our country, whether they are right or corrupt. They have
become prevalent and have ensnared a large number of our fellow citizens. To
distinguish and clarify between them, as well as to explain the harms of wrong
customs and traditions, there is a need for research and study.
Therefore, | planned to write my master's thesis about this subject using new
methods of writing and research, considering the following sources and

methods:
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In the research for this thesis, | have mostly used a descriptive-analytical library
method and have relied on credible published books, Hadiths and their
explanations, as well as jurisprudential and legal books.

Regarding customs and traditions, | consulted the community and conducted
oral inquiries with the people of the regions (especially scholars, elders, and
tribal leaders). After research and examination, | expressed the Islamic
jurisprudential ruling to ensure that no custom or tradition related to the subject
of my discussion in this province remains without a stated ruling.

| used Islamic book libraries such as Maktaba Shamila, Maktaba Ageedah, Jami'
al-Kutub al-Tis'ah, and other well-known and organized libraries that are
considered credible sources for the Islamic community.

| mostly have taken the Hadiths for this thesis from Sahihayn (Sahih Bukhari and
Sahih Muslim). However, for Hadiths not found in Sahihayn, | referred to other
Hadith books and generally explained and authenticated the Hadiths from Jami’
al-Kutub al-Tis'ah.

For translating the verses of the Holy Quran, | mostly used "Talim al-Quran” (a
word-for-word and fluent Persian translation) by Dr. Muhammad Din Rah, the
author of "Tafsir al-Nabawi" (Arabic), who was a former Islamic studies professor
at Peshawar University.

In conclusion, | summarized the main topics of the thesis, briefly presented my
findings in this regard, and offered some recommendations for the readers.

| organized the indexes according to the latest standards of thesis writing (index
of Quranic verses, index of prophetic Hadiths, index of names, and index of
sources and references). | introduced lesser-known names in footnotes on the
same page, mostly drawing these introductions from the book "Al-A'lam" by Al-
Zarkashi.

Findings:

1. Based on the research | conducted, customs and traditions concerning women
are not merely challenges of the contemporary world but are phenomena that

date back to the earliest stages of human life, particularly the pre-Islamic era of
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ignorance. However, in our Afghan society, especially in Kunduz province, there
are many unfavorable customs and traditions that have violated the rights of
women and girls in various aspects, with multiple contributing factors. Among
these, the following can be identified as key factors influencing the spread of
violence against women:

2. The influence of religious customs that existed in this land before Islam, which
have remained ingrained in the nature and disposition of some families to this
day.

3. The lack of awareness of religious rulings and the widespread illiteracy among
many residents of this region, which has allowed these innovations,
superstitions, and unfavorable habits to take the place of the core principles of
religion. People have become accustomed to them and do not easily abandon
them.

4. Customs and traditions regarding women in Kunduz province have been
examined at different stages of their lives (during childhood, after puberty and
youth, in the context of marriage and wedding ceremonies, customs and
traditions after marriage, after divorce and separation, and even after their
death), and their rulings have been provided.

At the end of the thesis, the conclusion of the discussion, suggestions,
recommendations, a list of Quranic verses, a list of Hadiths, a list of names, and
a list of sources and references are provided.

Key words: customs, traditions, women's rights, violence against women,
alimony, inheritance, good treatment, dowry, bride price, work, women's

education, divorce, waiting period, and so on.
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