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Abstract

The Book of Purification (Kitab al-Taharah) is among the most important and fundamental
chapters of Islamic jurisprudence, as the validity of acts of worship are based upon it. In al-
Jawharah al-Nayyirah, all the rulings related to purification that a Muslim needs in daily life and
in the performance of acts of worship are discussed from the Book of Purification up to the
Chapter of Tayammum. This section is grounded in the principles of the Hanafi School of law
and explains issues of purification in a systematic, clear, and practical manner.

The primary objective of this topic is to present a correct legal understanding of purification,
enabling a legally responsible person to recognize in which situations purification becomes
obligatory, necessary, or a condition, and how cleanliness of the body, clothing, and place of
worship is to be ensured. These chapters also clarify the distinction between ritual impurity
(hadath) and physical impurity (najasah), explain the obligations, conditions, and nullifiers of
ablution (wud@’) and ritual bath (ghusl), and elucidate the circumstances in which Islamic law
has legislated tayammum as a facilitation.

The significance of these discussions lies in the fact that prayer, circumambulation (tawaf),
Qur’anic recitation, and other acts of worship are not valid without purification. Purification is
not only a prerequisite for worship but also a sign of a Muslim’s outward and inward cleanliness.
Furthermore, this section reflects the juristic depth, moderation, and consideration of human
circumstances within the Hanafi School, as Islamic law prioritizes ease over hardship.

In al-Jawharah al-Nayyirah, the methodological approach employed in presenting these
chapters is descriptive and analytical. Juristic issues are first presented concisely, followed by an
explanation of their rulings, and in cases of disagreement, the relied-upon position of the Hanafi
School is given. The author explains juristic texts in a manner that preserves legal principles while
also facilitating practical application, thereby providing learners with a clear framework for
understanding and implementing these rulings.

Several key points are highlighted in this section: purification is of two types—physical
purification, which is removal of filth, and ritual purification, which is removal of ritual impurity.
Ablution is obligatory for the removal of minor ritual impurity, while ritual bathing is required
for major ritual impurity. The types of water, the rulings concerning pure and impure water, and
their effect on purification are discussed in detail. Likewise, the nullifiers of ablution, the causes
necessitating ritual bathing, and the valid excuses that allow tayammum to replace water are
explained. Tayammum represents a clear manifestation of divine mercy and facilitation, ensuring
that acts of worship are not abandoned due to the absence of water or harm resulting from its use.
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In conclusion, the discussions in al-Jawharah al-Nayyirah from the Book of Purification to
the Chapter of Tayammum present the jurisprudential system of purification in a comprehensive,
systematic, and scholarly manner. This section not only provides a strong legal foundation for the
validity of acts of worship but also serves as a clear practical guide for a Muslim’s daily life,

offering a vivid representation of the ease, balance, and methodological depth of Hanafi
jurisprudence.
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