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Abstract

Allah Almighty has provided human beings with diverse enjoyable foods, among
which is meat—a food that many people particularly love. Since meat comes
from animals, Allah has created various land and sea creatures, some of which
are permissible (halal) to eat, while others are forbidden (haram). The
significance of this study lies in the fact that although many people have a strong
preference for consuming meat, a large number of them are unaware of the
religious rulings regarding its consumption. Therefore, it is essential for Muslims
to have knowledge of these rulings. Without sufficient understanding, there is a
considerable hazard that individuals might unknowingly consume meat that is
either forbidden or whose permissibility is disputed. In such cases, it is
imperative for a Muslim to avoid forbidden and doubtful meat.

This descriptive-analytical study consists of an introduction, introductory
chapter, five main chapters, numerous topics, and themes. At the end,
outcomes, recommendations, lists of relevant Quranic verses, Hadiths, the
notable scholars, and references are provided. The jurists (Fugaha) have
established a set of principles based on Hadiths to determine the permissibility
(halal) or prohibition (haram) of meat. By adhering to these principles, a Muslim
can largely discern the permissibility or prohibition of consuming the meat of
animals, birds, and insects. However, it is noteworthy that not all these
principles are unanimously agreed upon; some are subject to scholarly debate.
According to the majority of scholars, the general rule for things and actions is
permissibility, whereas some scholars believe that the general rule for meat is
prohibition. Differences and disagreement among scholars on subsidiary issues
is an inevitable reality due to various reasons. However, such differences are

considered permissible and even a form of mercy when the conditions for



difference are existing both among those who differ and in the issues being
disputed.

Domestic or land-dwelling animals are divided into two categories: the first
category includes halal animals, some of which Allah Almighty has mentioned in
the Holy Quran, while the permissibility of others is noted in the Hadiths. The
second category consists of haram animals, some of which are inherently
forbidden, such as pigs, dogs, and similar creatures. The prohibition of
consuming the meat of certain other animals is due to external factors, such as
the meat of halal animals and birds that have consumed impure substances.Wild
animals are also divided into two categories: those whose meat is forbidden and
those whose meat is halal. Among birds, those that possess claws and attack
other birds are considered unlawful. Additionally, some birds are forbidden
because there are specific prohibitions against killing them, and scholars have
cited this prohibition as the reason for their meat being impermissible.
According to the Hanafi School of thought, all sea creatures and insects, except
for fish, are forbidden. However, other Schools of thought generally consider all
sea creatures and insects lawful, with a few exceptions. For the meat of halal
land animals to be permissible, it must be slaughtered according to Islamic law.
This lawful slaughtering can be either voluntary, which involves specific
conditions that must all be met, or it can be done in situations of necessity, such
as during hunting or when a domestic animal becomes uncontrollable and
voluntary slaughter is not possible. In such cases, the necessary condition is to
wound the animal and cause its blood to flow. Regarding canned meat,
sausages, and other such items, the ruling is that if it is not known with certainty
whether the meat is from a halal or haram animal, or whether it was slaughtered
in accordance with Islamic law, such meat is considered doubtful, and it is

necessary to avoid it. In most contemporary slaughterhouses, there are



significant Islamic legal concerns with the slaughtering process because the
required conditions for slaughter are not observed. As a result, such meat is
deemed impermissible by scholars. Meat imported from Islamic countries is
permissible under two conditions: first, it must be the meat of halal animals and
birds, and second, it must have been slaughtered in accordance with Islamic law.
Meat imported from non-Islamic countries, where the inhabitants are not
considered People of the Book, is haram. However, if the dwellers are People of
the Book and the animals have been slaughtered in the name of Allah Almighty,

then it is permissible
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